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Research progress and preparation of metal element and alloy from

refractory metal oxoate by short flow molten salt electrolysis
ZHAO Guo-li, XU Ying, CAI Yan-qing, SONG Pan, XIA Peng-zhao

Abstract; Refractory metals are more and more widely used in high-precision fields, but their reserves are low and
mostly exist in polymetallic associated minerals, making it difficult to extract. At present, most of the processes for
preparing metals and alloys by molten salt electrolysis are based on metal oxides or chlorides as raw materials. Ox-
ide has low solubility in molten salt and poor reduction kinetics; although chloride has good solubility, its prepara-
tion process is complicated, corrosive, and pollute the environment. Based on the analysis of the electrochemical
behavior of vanadate, chromate and titanate, this paper proposes a new process for preparing metals by using refrac-
tory metal oxoates as raw materials in molten salt electrolysis. This process has the advantages of short process flow,
no harmful gas generation, high current efficiency, avoiding subsequent impurity removal, etc. , and conforms to
the principle of efficient metal preparation in a short process.

Key words: refractory metal oxoate ; molten salt electrolysis; metal oxide ; metal chloride ; vanadate; chromate; ti-
tanate; green metallurgy
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Study on preparation of crude cobalt hydroxide from cobalt raffinate
LUO Jun, XIE Tian, YAO Gang, GAO Bang-fei

Abstract ; The method of preparing crude cobalt hydroxide by using active magnesium oxide slurry to precipitate co-
balt ions in the cobalt raffinate has the problem of unstable cobalt product quality when using the low-cobalt solution
as raw material. In response to this problem, this paper investigated the effects of magnesium oxide mass concentra-
tion, reaction temperature, end pH, cobalt and copper ion concentration, washing liquid-solid ratio on the cobalt
content and magnesium content in the cobalt hydroxide. The results show that it has little effect on the quality of
crude cobalt hydroxide when the mass concentration of active magnesium oxide is 2% ~10% . It will improve the
efficiency of preparation of crude cobalt when the temperature and end pH reach 45 °C and 7. 3, respectively. In
addition, the higher concentration of cobalt ions and the lower concentration of copper ions are in the solution, the
more cobalt grade is in the crude cobalt hydroxide. Industrial production shows that crude cobalt hydroxide which
contains higher magnesium can reach the industry second-class product standards after being washed with water.

Key words: cobalt raffinate; low cobalt solution; crude cobalt hydroxide ; active MgO slurry; cobalt deposition ef-

ficiency; product quality level ; magnesium content; water washing



