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Process Mineralogy Study of a Complex Titanium-Iron Placer in Australia
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Abstract : Using technologies such as the Automatic Mineralogy Quantitative Analysis System ( MLA 650 ), Scanning Electron
Microscope (SEM) combined with Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy (EDS) , and Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometry (ICP-
MS), a systematic process mineralogy study was conducted on a complex titanium-iron placer in Australia. The results show that due to
solid solution separation and oxidative alteration of iron-titanium minerals, complex associations such as ilmenite, altered ilmenite,
iron-rich ilmenite, maghemite, and titanium-rich hematite are formed. Gangue minerals are mainly quartz and feldspar, while rutile
and zircon are distributed in fine grains. The main valuable elements in the ore are Ti (average grade of TiO, is 2.72% ) and Fe
(4.74% ) , with Zr (0. 109% ) recoverable as a by-product. The particle size of ilmenite and magnetic iron minerals is concentrated in
the range of 0. 02 - 0. 32 mm, while zircon (0.02 = 0. 16 mm) and rutile (0.01 —0. 16 mms) are embedded in fine grains. The
liberation degree exceeds 96% when the ore is finely ground to 0. 075 mm. The magnetic properties of titanium-iron minerals overlap
(130 - 550 mT), requiring magnetic separation via reduction roasting modification. The research results provide a mineralogical
theoretical support for the development of efficient separation processes for such complex placer deposits.
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JTR TiO, Fe 7x0, Cu Pb 7n S
B/ % 2.72 4.74 0.109 0. 001 87 0.003 57 0. 004 48 0. 006
JLE P MgO K,0 Na, O Si0, Ca0
T/ % 0.011 0.111 1.291 0.114 78.93 0.255
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F3 HRBTUERSBEERUNER %
LIS TiO, FeO MnO MgO AL O, Si0, A Ti0, FeO MnO MO ALO;  SiO,
1 31.05 6591 0.71  0.64  0.51  0.69 13 4450 5359  1.10  0.06  0.15  0.27
2 34.61 63.51 0.23 0.63 0.27 0.31 14 45.26 50. 43 3.95 0. 06 0.05 0.25
3 37.34 61.62 0.58 0.09 0.08 0.29 15 45. 67 51.45 0.92 1. 10 0.19 0.67
4 38.49 59. 66 0.19 0.17 0. 20 0.34 16 47. 66 48.35 2.11 0. 87 0.33 0. 68
5 39.83 56. 87 0.49 0. 88 0. 86 1.07 17 48. 87 45. 89 3.70 0.54 0.17 0.83
6 40. 63 57.74 0.07 0.95 0. 14 0.47 18 49. 50 47.35 1. 46 0.38 0.24 1.07
7 40. 88 56. 50 0.33 1. 10 0.56 0.63 19 49.99 47.34 1.48 0.29 0.15 0.59
8 41.40 5178 0.28 115 223 2.47 20 50.39  45.27 2,67  0.02  0.54 111
9 42.11 56.23 0.59 0.63 0.09 0.35 21 50. 65 47.39 1.01 0.32 0.16 0. 47
10 43.16 55.53 0.37 0.33 0.23 0.38 22 51.72 45. 68 1. 69 0.04 0.17 0.70
11 44. 60 53.69 0.27 0. 80 0.25 0.39 23 54. 68 43.01 1. 08 0.21 0.17 0.85
12 43.70 54. 08 0.39 1.01 0.16 0.31 S 44.20 52.99 1.12 0.53 0.34 0. 66
(a) BT ER (b) H BiERER
B4 FEHTHEHSET(BSE) X EBHER B
x4 FETHERFRTUERSBERVER
5 AR L E AR i/ % - B AR LR UR R i %
Fe, 0, TiO, V, 05 AL, 0, Si0, Fe,0, TiO, V, 05 AL O, Si0,
1 92.72 0.93 0. 14 2.85 2.63 1 86. 58 11.91 0. 00 0.49 0.49
2 93. 64 0.90 1. 04 0.93 1.17 2 79. 68 17. 09 0.07 0.34 0. 65
3 94.22 2.11 0.10 1.58 0.59 3 79.42 17.90 0. 00 0.59 0.57
4 94. 62 0.92 1.45 1. 04 1.07 4 79. 10 19. 54 0.11 0.32 0. 46
5 94. 96 0.79 0. 30 2.33 1.30 5 77. 61 20. 60 0. 50 0.31 0.48
6 95. 06 2.55 0.03 1. 00 0.90 6 77.65 20. 68 0.23 0.23 0.36
7 95. 15 1.30 0.24 1.41 1.56 7 76. 40 20.78 0.93 0.34 0.16
8 96. 07 0.24 0.70 1.39 1.58 8 77.07 21.24 0.22 0. 00 0. 00
9 96. 21 1.34 0.25 1. 04 1.01 9 76. 00 21. 81 0.33 0.45 0.62
10 96. 92 0.39 0.47 0. 86 0.98 10 76. 12 22.52 0.24 0. 26 0.34
11 97. 40 0. 82 0.11 0.75 0. 81 11 75.43 22.95 0. 66 0.26 0.45
12 97. 49 0.57 0.29 0.75 0. 81 12 72.57 25.70 0. 46 0.24 0.39
13 97. 81 0.28 0.09 0. 82 0.99 13 72. 66 26. 01 0.28 0.28 0.24
14 97.95 0.30 0. 40 0. 44 0.88 14 70. 47 26. 60 1.15 0.00 0.31
15 98. 00 0.23 0.62 0.49 0.59 15 71.62 26.77 0.42 0.29 0. 26
16 98.37 0.09 0. 60 0.34 0.44 16 68. 47 29. 61 0.33 0.10 0.38
17 98.53 0.38 0.18 0. 46 0.43 17 66. 01 32.47 0.12 0.16 0. 40
18 98.55 0.23 0.31 0.45 0. 40 18 65.55 32.90 0.57 0.15 0.24
19 98.57 0.42 0.34 0.27 0.34 19 52.54  44.87 0. 00 0.16 0.38
iy 96. 43 0.78 0. 40 1.01 0.97 14 73.73 24. 31 0.35 0. 26 0.38




55 BT 4 ORI RS R T . 65 -

3) BEARA MR AR

WhH R REPE R R H R %, — LAY
A, MG AR 3, YO REER 5 BRER A i 2R
T R Bl — i R - R A LR
B G RO I B R Ry, 2 LR BRCIR . RETE
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W/ BT R KRR P 8ol & v, Si L AL A§
R JiT T & Mn Mg S542 0 E

RS WG/ HRGT MEKESKT LER S EERNER

TERRAT/ R ARk e A B 5 i %

R R AU S R %

5 5
Fe Ti A\ Al Si Fe Ti \% Al Si

1 67.15 0. 67 0.24 0.70 0.49 1 49. 83 16. 96 0.49 0.20 0.57

2 67.52 1. 06 0.04 0.70 0.13 2 49.99 17. 40 0.10 0.15 0.28

3 67.75 0.77 0.10 0.54 0.19 3 51.11 16. 06 0.51 0.20 0.40

4 68. 09 0.13 0.67 0. 31 0.12 4 51.91 15.39 0.50 0.20 0.45

5 68.23 0. 30 0.22 0.58 0.19 5 52.40 14.71 0.15 0.40 0.19

6 68. 30 0.13 0.49 0.34 0.15 6 53.18 14. 39 0.30 0.18 0.40

7 68. 33 0.15 0.29 0. 35 0. 31 7 53.80 14. 39 0. 30 0.09 0.28

8 68. 37 0.70 0.14 0.24 0.16 8 54.74 13.47 0. 35 0.05 0. 30

9 68. 48 0.31 0.04 0.42 0.15 9 55.00 12. 45 0.30 0. 63 0.38

10 68.91 0.13 0.29 0.23 0.12 10 55.08 12.94 0.33 0.13 0.37

11 68. 96 0.09 0.17 0.25 0.19 11 55.15 12.79 0.43 0.11 0.33

12 68.99 0. 05 0.20 0.26 0.18 12 55.69 12.72 0.27 0. 08 0.32

13 69. 07 0.10 0.14 0.24 0.14 13 62. 47 6.30 0.02 0.54 0.38

Sy 68. 32 0.35 0.23 0.40 0.19 1y 53.87 13. 84 0.31 0.23 0.36
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1100 1.83 5.29 2.18 1.61 1.00 FEEEET SRR E - AR A SO A
1100 JE@E  85.18  0.37  0.19 519  4.05 KA Ka b eiia &40

&1t 100.00  6.01 4.00 100.00 100.00
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