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Fig.1 Production process of sulfate roasting
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Fig.2 Configuration of DCS control system
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Fig.3 Modified production process of sulfate roasting
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Intelligent transformation of equipment for sulfate roasting
process of copper anode slime

WANG Jifu, LIU Peisong, DU Shaojun, SHI Fengbang
(JCC Guoxing ( Yantai) Copper Co. ,Ltd. , Rare and Precious Metals Branch, Yantai 264006, China)

Abstract; The anode sludge produced during the copper electrolytic refining process, in which precious
and rare metals can be extracted, has important economic value. Based on the problems existing in the
copper anode sludge roasting process of a smelting enterprise, such as insufficient pretreatment, uneven
feeding, large fluctuation of negative pressure at the end of the kiln, easy deformation of the kiln body,
and excessive pressure in the jet pump, combined with the EMERSON — DeltaV DCS control system,
optimization measures were proposed, such as adjusting the dense pressure filtration method, increasing
DCS interlock control of the anode slime tank’s liquid level, establishing liquid level interlock between
the anode slime tank and the feed tank, adding negative pressure delay protection, improving fuel usage
in the heating system, and adding vacuum pump sensors. After these improvements, the daily processing
capacity of the rotary kiln for copper anode slime had been increased, the working environment had been
improved, energy consumption had been reduced, the labor intensity of workers had been reduced,
production costs had been effectively lowered, and equipment lifespan had been extended.

Keywords: copper anode slime; sulfate roasting; rotary kiln; DCS control system;waste; recycling &a

(E#% 69 )

to simulate the distribution of electric field, thermal field, and Joule heat during the melting process of
the electric furnace. User-defined functions ( UDF) are utilized to incorporate source terms such as
electromagnetic force and Joule heat into the momentum conservation equation and energy conservation
equation. Additionally, complex physical phenomena in the arc zone and molten pool zone, such as
electrothermal conversion, electromagnetic induction, and magnetic field disturbance, are taken into
account. The simulation results show that the current flows from the electrodes, forming distinct current
paths between the electrodes and the furnace bottom, between the electrodes themselves, and between the
electrodes and the furnace side walls. As the melting time increases, Joule heat accumulates near the
arc, causing the furnace temperature to rise continuously and resulting in a pronounced proximity effect.
After 40 minutes of melting, the maximum value of Joule heat is 3.07 x 10> W/m’, and the highest
temperature is 5 182 K; by 50 minutes, the maximum value of Joule heat increases to 3. 45 x 10* W/m’ ,
and the highest temperature rises to 5 379 K. Furthermore, as the applied voltage increases, a crucible
zone with higher temperature gradually forms below the electrodes. The highest temperature in the arc
zone increases from 4 853 K to 5 833 K, and the peak temperature of the molten pool rises from 1 891 K
to 2 026 K. This indicates that increasing the applied voltage helps to raise the overall temperature of the
ore zone, thereby enhancing the melting efficiency.

Keywords: multi-physics field; submerged arc furnace; temperature field; Joule heat; ferronickel;

molten pool; melting Iy
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